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BACKGROUND  

Introduction  

1. The 64th Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference hosted by the Commonwealth 

Parliamentary Association, Uganda Branch, was held in Kampala, Uganda from September 22-29, 

2019. Over five hundred (500) participants comprising Presiding Officers, and other Members of 

Parliaments, Clerks of Parliament/Parliamentary and other key decision makers from across the 

Commonwealth attended this event. The Conference and associated meetings recognised the 

Commonwealth’s commitment to democracy and met under the main theme of ‘Adaption, 

engagement, and evolution of Parliaments in a rapidly changing Commonwealth’. 

  

2. The conference was chaired by host and Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) 

President (2018-2019), Rt. Hon. Rebecca Kadaga, MP, Speaker of the Parliament of Uganda. This 

seven day event included meetings of the CPA Executive Committee; the sixth triennial 

Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians (CWP) Conference; the 37th CPA Small Branches 

Conference; the meeting of Society of Clerks at the Table (SOCATT); and the 64th CPA 

General Assembly. Please see copy of programme at Appendix 1. 

 

3. The Commonwealth Parliamentary Association has been a voice for parliamentary 

democracy across the fifty-three (53) commonwealth countries, comprising one hundred and 

eighty-five (185) parliaments/legislatures with over seventeen thousand Members. At the 

Association’s annual conference parliamentary issues, and systems and developments are 

discusses and analysed among parliamentarians representing their respective legislatures.  

 

Delegation  

The Trinidad and Tobago delegation attending the 64th CPC comprised the following persons-  

 Hon. Bridgid Mary Annisette-George, MP, Speaker (Leader of the Delegation)  

 Mr. Adrian Leonce, MP- Delegate 

 Sen. Wade Mark -Delegate 

 Mr. Brian Caesar – Secretary to the Delegation 

CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES  
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Official Opening Ceremony 

 

4. The Opening Ceremony of the conference (CPC) was held on Thursday September 26, 

2019. The Chief Guest at the opening, the President of the Republic of Uganda and Vice-Patron 

of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA), His Excellency Yoweri K. Museveni, 

urged Commonwealth Parliamentarians to uphold the democratic principles and values of the 

Commonwealth. The President of Uganda spoke of the Commonwealth having great potential 

through its common languages, and opportunities for cooperation on trade, culture and governance.  

 

5. The CPA President (2018-2019), Rt Hon. Rebecca Kadaga, MP, Speaker of the Parliament 

of Uganda in her address reminded the audience that “The CPA’s annual conference was last in 

Uganda in 1967 when the CPA Uganda Branch hosted the 13th Commonwealth Parliamentary 

Conference…” She described the opportunity to host the 64th Conference as a ‘delight, even though 

the return to Uganda has taken fifty (52) years’. 

 

6. The gathering was also addressed by the Chairperson of the CPA Executive Committee, 

The Hon. Emilia Monjowa Lifaka, MP, Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly of Cameroon 

who referenced some of the aims of ‘the CPA, that is, to connect, to develop, to promotes and 

support Parliamentarians and parliamentary staff; to identify benchmarks of good governance 

and the implementation of the enduring values of the Commonwealth’.  

 

7. Mr Jarvis Matiya, a senior management in the CPA Secretariat, was invited to deliver 

remarks in the absence of the Secretary General, Mr. Akbar Khan. Mr. Matiya described the CPA 

as an institution that is a force for good democracy, good development and good governance. He 

stressed that ‘the CPA enables its Members to exchange views and deepen their understanding of 

their roles and responsibilities as the people’s representatives’.   

 

8. As an introduction to the Opening Ceremony and at appropriate intervals during the 

ceremony, guest were treated to colourful and energetic expressions of Ugandan culture, which 

involved dancing, singing and drumming.  



The 64th Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference - Kampala, Uganda, September 22-29, 2019 
 

 

5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CPA Executive Committee  

9. The meetings of the CPA Executive Committee ahead of the 64th Commonwealth 

Parliamentary Conference, were held on September 24 and 25, 2019. The Hon. Bridgid Annisette-

George, MP attended these meetings, together with Hon. Terry Harrigan, Speaker of the House of 

Assembly, Anguilla, and Hon. Andy Daniel, Speaker of the House of Assembly, St Lucia, 

representing the Caribbean, the Americas and the Atlantic Region.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of the Trinidad and Tobago Delegation at the 64th 

Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference in Kampala, Uganda 
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6th Triennial Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians (CWP) Conference 

 
10. The theme for the CWP Conference 2019:‘CWP at 30 years: Achievements and Unfinished 

Business – Looking forward to the next 30 years’ involved reflecting on the past and projecting 

into the future of the CWP.  In this regard, Women Parliamentarians from across the nine regions 

of the CPA gathered in Kampala, on September 23 and 24, 2019 to lend their voices and support 

at the sixth triennial CWP.  

 

11. The CWP Conference was opened by the outgoing Chairperson of the Commonwealth 

Women Parliamentarians, the Hon. Dr. Dato’ Noraini Ahmad, MP (Malaysia) who in her address 

to the more that 100 Woman Parliamentarians reminded that ‘the CWP envisions a world where 

women and men have equal access to opportunities – a world where women’s voices are 

Caribbean Atlantic and Americas Regional Representatives of the Commonwealth 

Parliamentary Association at the 64th Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference in 

Kampala, Uganda 
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recognised and respected’. Dr. Dato Noraimi Ahmad urge Parliamentarians, with the support of 

the CWP network, ‘to pursue the CWPs vision with continued dynamism and enthusiasm’.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. In recognition of the 30th anniversary of the Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians 

(CWP) in 2019, a special ceremony was held with the current and previous CWP Chairpersons - 

Hon. Dr. Dato’ Noraini Ahmad, MP (Malaysia, CWP Chairperson from 2106-2019); Rt. Hon. 

Rebecca Kadaga, MP, Speaker of Parliament (Uganda, 2013-2016); Hon. Alix Boyd Knights, 

MHA, Speaker of the House of Assembly (Dominica, 2010-2013); Ms. Kashmala Tariq (Pakistan, 

2007-2010) and Hon. Lindiwe Maseko (South Africa, 2004-2007). 

 

13. During the two-day CWP conference four workshop sessions for Woman Parliamentarians 

were held. The topics discussed were:  

 Session 1: The Importance of Mentoring for New Parliamentarians; 

 Session 2: Promoting Women to Leadership Positions and Senior Portfolios; 

 Session 3: Empowering Women as Effective Legislators in the 21st century; 

Women Parliamentarians and parliamentary staff at the 6th Triennial 

Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians Conference in Uganda. 
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 Session 4: Combatting Bullying and Harassment within Parliaments. 

 

Small Branches Conferences  

 

14. On September 23 & 24, 2019 the 37th CPA Small Branches Conference (SBC) was held.  

The Theme of the SBC was: ‘Adaption, engagement, and evolution of Parliaments in a rapidly 

changing Commonwealth’. During the conferences, participants discussed the challenges faced 

by their respective Parliaments and Legislatures in relation to increased logistical, financial and 

infrastructure demands.  Consequently, counteracting strategies were explored and the consensus 

was that thematic seminars should be held to assist in building parliamentary capacity and greater 

sharing of knowledge and cooperation across parliamentary networks. 

 

15. The discussions at the Small Branches Conferences took place under the following 

captions: 

 Session 1: How do Commonwealth countries (CPA Small Branches in particular), that all 

ostensibly base their Parliamentary procedures and practices on the Westminster model, 

implement culturally appropriate measures including institutional design?  

 

 Small Branches Session 2: Innovation in Parliament – The possible effects of United 

Kingdom’s ‘Brexit’ on CPA Small Branches  

 

 Small Branches Session 3: What professional development and training is required to 

develop focused and talented Parliamentarians?  

 

 Small Branches Session 4: Climate change and the possible effects on CPA Small Branch 

economies and development. 
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Conference Workshops 

 
16. The 64th Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference Workshops involved discussions on 

ten principal topics as follows:  

 

 Workshop A: Climate Change: Achievements, Challenges and Efficacy of Parliamentary 

Interventions. 

 

 Workshop B: Innovation in Parliament: the impact of science and technology on how 

Parliament works today. (Speaker Bridgid Annisette-George was one of the three 

presenters at Workshop B: Innovation in Parliaments - the impact of science and 

technology on how Parliament works today.) 

 

Small Branches Representatives at the 37th CPA Small Branches Conference in 

Kampala 
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 Workshop C: The role of Parliament in facilitating persons with disabilities as electors, 

candidates and legislators. 

 

 Workshop D (Youth Related Topic): Youth Roundtable – Strategies to deal with Youth 

Unemployment. 

 

 Workshop E: Combatting rapid urbanisation and rural decline – A challenge for the 

Commonwealth. 

 

 Workshop F (Small Branches Topic): Innovation in Parliament – The possible effects of 

United Kingdom’s ‘Brexit’ on CPA Small Branches. 

 

 Workshop G (Gender Topic): Fostering a Culture of Respect, Fairness and Dignity: Sexual 

Harassment has no place in Legislatures. 

 

 Workshop H: The Role of Parliament in the doctrine of Separation of Powers; Enhancing 

Transparency and Accountability. 

 

 Workshop I: Post Legislative Scrutiny (PLS) - a dimension of the oversight function of 

Parliament. How is this represented within different political systems? 

 

 Workshop J: How the Updated CPA Benchmarks for Democratic Legislatures has been 

used to strengthen the capacity of CPA Legislatures. 

 

 
17. This workshop focused on how ICT can be integrated in Parliaments as an enabler and tool 

in the promotion of openness, transparency and parliamentary outreach. Emphasis was placed on 

the need for Parliaments to avail accurate and timely information to the public so as to address 

issues such as ‘fake’ news concerning parliamentary business. Other benefits associated with the 
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use of ICT in Parliament included: improved efficiency and reduced costs as Parliaments go 

‘paperless’.  

55th General Meeting of the Society-of-Clerks-at-the-Table (SOCATT) in Commonwealth 

Parliaments 

 

18. The Meeting of the Society-of-Clerks-at-the-Table (SOCATT) took place in the margins 

of the 64th Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference. The meeting brought together 

Parliamentary Clerks and parliamentary staff from Commonwealth Parliaments to discuss best 

practice and to shard updates on legislative practices.  

 

19. Presentations were made on privileges and practice; tackling bullying and harassment in 

Parliaments; the fourth Industrial Revolution and the core business of Parliament; minority 

governments and the challenges to parliamentary clerks; the administrative and financial autonomy 

of Parliament; the media and the use of IT amongst Members. 

 

20. Representatives from McGill University, Canada and King’s College, London were invited 

to make presentations on new online professional development courses being offered to 

parliamentary staff. These programmes are intended to assist in capacity building among 

parliamentary staff and network development. The offer of these programmes, at the expense of 

the CPA, further develop the aims of the CPA in advancing parliamentary democracy, through the 

enhancement of knowledge and understanding of democratic governance.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOCATT Representatives at the 55th General Meeting in Kampala, Uganda 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The Meeting of the 64th General Assembly  

21. The meeting was called to Order on 28th September 2019 by the President Designate 

Speaker Rebecca Kadaga. By a resolution moved and carried the President Designate was 

appointed President of the Conference. 

In the absence of the substantive Secretary General a motion was moved and carried to appoint 

Mr. Jarvis Matiya as acting Secretary to carry out the functions of the Assembly 

Apologies were noted from Belize, Manitoba, North West Territories and Nova Scotia Branches. 

The usual business and reports were considered by the Assembly, the new officers of the CPA 

were named and recognised and plaques were presented to all retiring officers and Executive 

Committee members including Speakers Michael Perkins and Terry Harrigan two of the Regional 

Representatives of our Region.  

The New Officers of the Association are: 

 John Ajaka - (President of Legislative Council of New South Wales) Vice Chair.   

 Niki Rattle - (Speaker Legislative Assembly Cook Islands)   Chairperson of Small 

Branches. 

 Shandana Gulzar Khan - ( Member of National Assembly Pakistan) CWP Chair.  

 Datuku Seri Shmsul Akin, MP - ( CPA Chair Malaysia) Treasurer. 

Of Note are the following Resolutions: 

1. The re-admission of the Gambia Branch; 

2. The hosting of the 65th CPC in Canada; 

3. The hosting of the mid-year EXCO meeting 2020 in Assam;  

4. The hosting of the mid-year ExCO meeting 2021 in Gibraltar; 

5. The hosting of the 66th CPC on Accra in September 2021; 

6. The recruitment for the post of Secretary General by open advertisement;  

7. The empowerment of the EXCO meeting in mid-year 2020 to identify the nominee to be 

proposed to fill the post of Secretary General; 
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8. Matters concerning the grievances of and the conduct of the Secretary General to be 

referred to the new ExCo comprising a 3 member panel; 

9. The appointment of Mr. Jarvis Matiya as Acting Secretary General. 

22. The Official Concluding Statement issued by the CPA is attached at Appendix II. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of the Trinidad and Tobago Delegation at the 64th General Assembly 
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